

	Plus, an opportunity to tell your elected officials: Stop Line 3! 
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		Community-Specific COVID-19 Vaccine Information for Your Patients






		COVID-19 continues to be top of mind for many of us right now. If you have patients who would like to learn more about the COVID-19 vaccine, please share these physician-led conversations discussing the vaccine, common myths and misconceptions, and why it's important to get vaccinated.

· Emilia Gonzalez, Executive Director of UnidosMN collaborated with the Minneapolis Health Department to host an online session in Spanish featuring several physicians affiliated with the University of Minnesota Medical School: Eduardo Medina, MD, Ana Núñez, MD, Carolina Sandoval, MD and Maria Veronica Svetaz, MD. 

· Mohammed Faluk, MD from the Somali Medical Association of America collaborated with Mohamed Yusuf of the Minneapolis Health Department to host an informational session in Somali about the safety and efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines. 

· Isaiah Jones of Northpoint Health & Wellness Center moderated a Q&A discussion with Kevin Gilliam, MD, a physician at NorthPoint Health & Wellness Center, to address questions from community members about the COVID-19 vaccine and the pandemic's impact on the Black community. 

· TCMS President-Elect Zeke McKinney, MD partnered with Black Nurses Rock, the Minnesota Department of Health and Wilson's Image barbershop as part of the Shots at the Shop initiative aimed at engaging barbershops and beauty salons to ensure their communities have access to the COVID-19 vaccine. Dr. McKinney also partnered with MDH as part of their series REAL Doctors, REAL Questions to address the myths surrounding vaccination. 
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		Health Professionals for a Healthy Climate share a united message: Stop Line 3

This week, Health Professionals for a Healthy Climate hosted a National Day of Solidarity to protest the construction of Enbridge's Line 3 pipeline. The construction of the pipeline has resulted in at least 28 spills of drilling mud in Minnesota and once completed the pipeline will add 50 coal plants worth of carbon emissions to our atmosphere every year. 

Speakers at the Minnesota event included Representative Kelly Morrison, MD, Public Health Advocacy Fellowship alumni Thaius Boyd, MS3 and Public Health Advocacy Fellowship mentor, Laalitha Surapaneni, MD. 

It's not too late to join your colleagues in action. Send a letter directly to President Biden and to your Congressional Representative and Senators asking them to stop Line 3.  

			Voice your concern: Stop Line 3
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	Photo by Rilyn Eischens/Minnesota Reformer.



		TCMS Members in Action

Public Health Advocacy Fellowship alumni Prasanna Vankina, MS2, Aarti Bhatt, MD, and Michael Westerhaus, MD co-authored a commentary in Minnesota Reformer sharing their experience traveling to Northern Minnesota to connect with Indigenous water protectors and voice their solidarity with their demand to Stop Line 3. 

TCMS President-Elect Zeke McKinney, MD partnered with Hannah Lichtsinn, MD and two physicians from University of Michigan to publish a piece in The Lancet highlighting how sickle cell trait has been falsely used as a cause of death for Black people who die while in the custody of police. 

Acting Chair of the Advisory Committee on Infant Mortality (ACIM) Edward Ehlinger, MD, MSPH submitted recommendations to U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra which included contributions from his Public Health Advocacy Fellowship mentee Mina Krenz, MS3 who completed research around the benefit of doulas for birthing people. 
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		ICYMI: TCMS President Sarah Traxler, MD featured in Minnesota Physician Magazine

In the latest issue of Minnesota Physician, TCMS President Sarah Traxler, MD writes on the importance of medical associations, and how they must transform in order to meet the needs of today's physicians. 

﻿She describes how TCMS aspires to become a medical association “wholly dedicated to advancing community health by helping drive societal changes,” not the least of which is health equity, and outlines some of the ways that TCMS will transform as an organization to meet the evolving needs of members and the community at large.

			Read the full interview
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	MetroDoctors Summer 2021
Criminal Justice and Health

In This Issue:
· Caring for Minnesota's Incarcerated Community
· Update on TCMS Reorganization Plans
· Celebrating Progress on Menthol Tobacco While Looking Forward

Available online at www.metrodoctors.com 
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		TCMS - Honoring Choices MN 
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