Good afternoon community leaders,

People in Minnesota and around the world have watched the events unfolding in Afghanistan over the past week with grief and sadness. Yesterday, Governor Walz and Lieutenant Governor Flanagan sent an official letter for President Biden regarding the recent news surrounding Afghan refugees. They solidified their commitment to ensuring Minnesota remains a place where people from all backgrounds are free to seek refuge and safety. As such, the state is ready to assist with the resettlement of Afghan individuals and families. You can read the Governor and Lieutenant Governor’s full letter here.

Final Reminder: Get Your COVID-19 Shot. Get $100!
This is a final reminder that people in Minnesota 12 years of age and older who receive their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine will be eligible for a $100 Visa gift card to spend however they choose. This incentive program ends Sunday, August 22. People experiencing homelessness and staff working in settings supporting them are eligible.

People can request their reward through Sunday, August 22. Reward requests must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, August 22, 2021. Vaccination will be subject to verification by the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH). 
To get vaccinated, you can: 
· Walk in or make an appointment through the Vaccine Connector at vaccineconnector.mn.gov.
· Call the MDH COVID-19 Public Hotline at 1.833.431.2053, Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
· Use the state’s Vaccine Locator Map to find a vaccine provider near you at mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/find-vaccine.
· Contact your primary health care provider or a local pharmacy.
· Employers may also reach out with information about vaccination opportunities.

Anyone who gets their first dose between Friday, July 30 and Sunday, August 22 can visit mn.gov/covid19/100 to claim their reward. When you get your shot and claim your reward, you must provide the same address where you can receive mail; it does not have to be a permanent address.

The incentive information, and a link to register for the vaccine, is also available in Hmong, Oromo, Soomaali/Somali, and Español/Spanish.

Free Child Care for Those Getting COVID-19 Vaccines 
Four childcare providers- Bright Horizons, KinderCare, Learning Care Group, and the YMCA - are continuing to provide free drop in child care for parents and caregivers getting vaccinated through Labor Day (September 6).
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has shareable flyers to promote the free child care service in English and Español/Spanish.

Apply for a State Job or Commission Position! 
The Governor and Lieutenant Governor are seeking qualified individuals who are passionate about using their knowledge, skills, and lived experiences to serve Minnesota. State boards and commissions do important work that includes protecting the public, licensing, and regulating professions, and advising policymakers. With over 100 boards and commissions covering topics from architecture to the Zoo, there are hundreds of opportunities annually. A list of boards and commissions, including open positions, can be found on the Minnesota Secretary of State's website. If you have any questions on the process or how to get involved, feel free to reach out to the Appointments Team at gov.appointments@state.mn.us. 

Additionally, below are examples of job openings within state government: 
· Gambling Control Board Executive Director – This highly visible position reports to the Governor of Minnesota and is in the unclassified service. The Director plans, coordinates, and directs the regulation, licensing, compliance, and educational operations of the Gambling Control Board. Applications accepted through August 30, 2021 on the state jobs portal. (Job ID 47635)  
· Ombudsman for Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities – The Office of Ombudsman for Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities protects the rights of people with mental health needs and developmental disabilities through individual and systemic advocacy. Applications accepted through September 1, 2021 on the state jobs portal. (Job ID 48035)
· Commissioner of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) – MPCA is a state agency committed to ensuring that every Minnesotan has healthy air, sustainable lands, clean water, and a better climate. Through the authority of state and federal statutes and guidelines, the agency focuses on preventing and reducing the pollution of air, land, and water, and leads Minnesota’s efforts to protect against the devastating effects of climate change. An individual wishing to apply should submit a cover letter and resume to gov.appointments@state.mn.us. Application materials are due by Friday, August 27, 2021, and should be addressed to Governor Tim Walz. Applicants may contact gov.appointments@state.mn.us or 651-201-3400 with questions or to request reasonable accommodations.

DEED Competitive Contract/Grant Opportunities
The Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) has several current competitive contract and grant opportunities.
DEED is currently recruiting community members to serve as grant reviewers for adult and youth workforce development training grants during the summer and fall of 2021. If you're interested, learn more on DEED’s website.

The Employment and Training Division at DEED is soliciting proposals for grant funding for the following programs:
· African Immigrant Community Grant Program
DEED hosted an informational webinar to provide potential applicants with an overview of the programs and to answer any questions. View the recording.
· Southeast Asian Economic Disparities Grant Program
DEED hosted an informational webinar to provide potential applicants with an overview of the programs and to answer any questions. View the recording.
· Pathways to Prosperity Grants 
DEED hosted an informational webinar to provide potential applicants with an overview of the programs and to answer any questions. View the recording.
· On Ramp to Career Pathways Program
· Bridge to Career Pathways Program
· Individualized Training Pathways Program
The deadline for the submission of applications is 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 14.

INPUT NEEDED: American Rescue Plan State Fiscal Recovery Fund (ARPA)
There is still time to let us know what you support and why!
Do you have ideas about how Minnesota's federal COVID response funds should be spent? Please complete this form to share your ideas with Governor Walz, Lieutenant Governor Flanagan, and state agencies as part of the supplemental budget decision process. Translated versions of this form are now available in Hmoob/Hmong, Español/Spanish, and Soomaali/Somali. The submission period for public suggestions will close on September 17.
Minnesota Management and Budget (MMB) created an American Rescue Plan website with information on the Local, State, and Federal Fiscal Recovery Funds. People can navigate this website to learn more about how the ARP funds are allocated within their communities and across the state.
Extended Application Period for Energy Assistance Program
Thanks to the American Rescue Plan, the Department of Commerce has an unprecedented amount of funding for Energy Assistance - an additional $167 million – and people can apply for Energy Assistance throughout the year.   
The Energy Assistance Program can help both eligible renters and homeowners by:
· Paying up to $1,600 for energy bills
· Providing more assistance, if needed for past due bills, to avoid disconnection, or get reconnected
· Repairing or replacing homeowners’ furnaces
· Providing referrals to the Weatherization Assistance Program for free home improvements to conserve energy and lower future energy bills. 
Here is the link to the July 2021 Energy Assistance Program communication toolkits, to provide you with information to share on social media, in your emails and newsletters, on your website and anywhere else you could share. The toolkit is also available in Spanish, Somali, Hmong, and Vietnamese. 

These materials are also posted on Commerce’s Energy Assistance Program web page,  mn.gov/commerce/eap.jsp.  
If you have questions about the Energy Assistance Program, please contact eap.mail@state.mn.us.
If you have questions about the communication toolkits, please contact the Commerce Communications Director, Mo Schriner, at mo.schriner@state.mn.us.

Preschool Development Grant Updates
The Preschool Development Grant is half-way through the federal renewal grant. In partnership with the Minnesota Departments of Education, Health, and Human Services, and Children’s Cabinet, the grant aims to align education and care systems across the state and improve access to services and support for families with young children to help them thrive. 
Come to the town hall to learn more how the team is doing early childhood system change and engaging with the community. There will be an overview of the grant projects and Q&A. The town hall will take place on Wednesday, October 13 at 10 am, and you can register here. 
Want to learn more about the Preschool Development Grant or the importance of changing early childhood systems to improve the lives of families and communities? Watch this animated video.
In addition, Help Me Connect is a new website that helps young families connect to services in their local communities. It was created in collaboration between the departments of Education, Health, and Human Services and supported through the Preschool Development Grant. 


